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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 August 2006 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 9 and 17 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. * 

6) S Claim(s) 1-8.10-16 and 18-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of species disclosed in Fig 1 (claims 8 and 16) 
in the reply filed on 8/14/06 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the 
search of the invention would not present a serious burden. This is not found 
persuasive because searching three different embodiments presents serious burden to 
the examiner. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 5/26/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding applicant's argument on page 10 that the reference does not disclose 
"a laser power control signal provided from an external device". The applicant submit 
that the device that provides the signal is not external and points to 4/34-38 of Araki. 
The examiner points out that such quote is taken out of context, while the reference 
reads that "the reference voltage generating circuit 140 is contained within the reference 
voltage generator 14", Fig 3 clearly shows and external input labeled as "Data Input" 
provided to the reference voltage generator 14. The examiner relies on generator 14 not 
the circuit inside in 140 in making the rejection. As such there is clearly provided an 
external input to the device. The applicant also asserts that "a clock signal not a laser 
power control signal required by the claim". The examiner points out that the clock 
signal is being used by the reference voltage generating circuit 140 to produce a 
reference voltage that is used in further circuits to produce the current used to drive the 
laser. Therefore the clock signal is being used to produce the laser power control signal. 

With respect to applicant's argument on page 1 1 that the device disclosed in the 
reference outputs "an abnormal signal when the laser beam intensity exceeds the 
intensity corresponding to the reference voltage" while the applicant's invention 
"prevents the laser from operating when the laser power control signal is different than a 
predetermined signal". The applicant states that a "predetermined signal" is not a 
"reference voltage" recited in the reference. However, the claim provides no guidelines 
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by which to ascertain what the predetermined signal is and how it can be determined, 
as such the reference voltage is a predetermined signal that can be used to determine 
the abnormality condition. 

Regarding the applicant's argument on page 12 that claims 11 and 19 recite a 
detector that is not disclosed by the reference. The examiner points out that claim 16 
defines said detector to be the abnormality condition signal generator as recited in claim 
1 . Abnormality condition detector was already rejected by the cited references and since 
it is the same detector as claimed in claims 11 and 19, the limitations set forth by these 
claims are met. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being by 
unpatentable over Yoshikawa et al. (US pat. 5,163,063) in view of Arika (US pat. 
5,418,806). 

' With respect to claim 1 , Yoshikawa discloses a semiconductor laser that emits a 
laser beam (see col. 3, lines 48-50 and fig. 1); a laser power detector that detects laser 
beam power of said semiconductor laser (1 b); a laser driving circuit (see col. 3, line 46- 
47), which is being driving by a driver [103], compares the reference voltage generated 
by said reference voltage generator and the laser beam power detected by said laser 
power detector to control a driving current supplied to said semiconductor laser for 
emitting the laser beam (see col. 3, lines 57-64 and col. 4, lines 12-17); an abnormal 
condition detector (circuit 104) that detects the laser power control signal received by 
said reference voltage generator and stops said laser driver from operating when the 
detected laser power control signal differs from a predetermined signal (see col, 4, lines 
4-11). Yoshikawa also discloses a reference voltage (col. 4, lines 66-67). However, 
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Yoshikawa fails to specifically disclose a reference voltage generator that generates 
reference voltage for controlling the laser beam power of said semiconductor laser in 
accordance with a laser power control signal provided from an external device. A 
reference voltage generator that generates reference voltage for controlling the laser 
beam power of said semiconductor laser in accordance with a laser power control signal 
provided from an external device is well taught by Arika (fig. 3). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the references above to generate voltage to the device, as indicated by Arika (abstract). 

With respect to claims 3 and 13, Yoshikawa discloses wherein said abnormal 
condition detector outputs a laser driver disable signal to said laser driver to stop 
operation thereof when said input terminal remains at the first voltage level and the 
laser power control signal inputted thereto has a second voltage level different from the 
first voltage level (see col. 4, lines 4-1 1). However, Yoshikawa fails to specifically 
disclose an input terminal of said reference voltage generator is kept at a first voltage 
level when no laser power control signal is provided thereto. An input terminal of said 
reference voltage generator is kept at a first voltage level when no laser power control 
signal is provided thereto is well taught by Arika (col. 1 , lines 32-36 and fig. 3). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the references above to generate voltage to the device, as indicated by 
Arika (abstract). 

With respect to claim 4, Yoshikawa and Arika disclose everything as claimed 
above. In addition, Yoshikawa discloses wherein the first voltage level is a high voltage 
and the second voltage level is a low voltage lower than the first voltage level (see col. 
5, lines 26-27). 

With respect to claim 11, Yoshikawa and Arika disclose everything as claimed 
above. In addition, Yoshikawa discloses a laser source that emits a laser beam to be 
scanned on an object (see col. 2, line 16); a connector having at least one input terminal 
at connectable to an external device for receiving a control signal (see fig. 1): a laser 
source controller (102) that controls power of the laser beam emitted from said laser 
source in accordance with the control signal received through said input terminal (see 
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fig. 1 and see col. 3, lines 61-64); and a detector (104) that examines the connection 
between said input terminal and the external device and disables said laser source from 
emitting the laser beam when a poor connection between said Input terminal and the 
external device is detected (see col. 4, lines 4-11). 

Claims 2, 12, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yoshikawa et al. (US pat. 5,163,063) in view of Arika (US pat. 
5,418,806), and further in view of Takesue (US pub. 2005/0093969). 

With respect to claims 2 and 12, Yoshikawa and Arika disclose everything as 
claimed above, including, laser scanning wherein said the driving current of said 
semiconductor laser is adjust to correspond to the laser power control signal (see 
Yoshikawa, col. 6, lines 14-19). Yoshikawa and Arika fail to specifically disclose a 
manually operable adjuster. A manually operable adjuster is well taught by Takesue 
(see paragraph 0177). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the references above to correct a phase 
error of the light, as indicated by Takesue (see paragraph 0175). 

With respect to claim 1 9, Yoshikawa and Arika everything claimed above, 
including, a laser source that emits a laser beam to be scanned on an object (see 
Yoshikawa, col. 2, line 16); an input terminal connectable to an external device for 
receiving a control signal (see fig. 1): a laser source controller (102) that controls power 
of the laser beam emitted from laser source in accordance with the control signal 
received through said input terminal (see fig. 1 and see col. 3, lines 61-64); and a 
detector (104) that examines the connection between said input terminal and the 
external device and disables said laser source from emitting the laser beam when a 
poor connection between said Input terminal and the external device is detected (see 
col. 4, lines 4-11). Yoshikawa and Arika fail to specifically disclose an adjuster. An 
adjuster is well taught by Takesue (see paragraph 0177). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
references above to correct a phase error of the light, as indicated by Takesue (see 
paragraph 0175). 
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With respect to claim 20, Yoshikawa, Arika, and Takesue disclose everything as 
claimed above. In addition, Yoshikawa discloses an input terminal is kept at a first 
voltage level when no laser power control signal is provided thereto (see fig. 1), and 
wherein said abnormal condition detector outputs a laser driver disable signal to said 
laser driver to stop operation thereof when said input terminal remains at the first 
voltage level and the laser power control signal inputted thereto has a second voltage 
level different from the first voltage level (see col. 4, lines 4-1 1 ). 

Claims 5-8, 10 and 14-16, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yoshikawa et al. (US pat 5,163,063) in view of Arika (US pat. 
5,418,806) and further in view of Suda (US pat. 6,566,641). 

With respect to claims 5 and 14, Yoshikawa and Arika disclose everything as 
claimed above, including, an input terminal of said reference voltage generator is kept at 
a first voltage level when no laser power control signal is provided thereto (see Arika, 
col. 1, lines 32-36 and fig. 3), and wherein said abnormal condition detector outputs a 
laser driver disable signal to said laser driver to stop operation thereof when said input 
terminal remains at the first voltage level and the laser power control signal inputted 
thereto has a second voltage level different from the first voltage level (see Yoshikawa, 
col. 4, lines 4-11). Yoshikawa and Arika fail to specifically disclose a reference voltage 
generator having a plurality of input terminals or connectors. A reference voltage 
generator having a plurality of input terminals and connectors is well taught by Suda 
(see col. 6, line 22 and fig. 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the references above to include 
devices such as a sample-and-hold circuit and a saw-tooth wave generator. These two 
devices will work together to maximize voltage, as indicated by Suda (see Suda, col. 6, 
lines 34-50). 

With respect to claim 6, Yoshikawa and Arika disclose everything as claimed 
above without specifically disclosing the laser power control signal is a parallel digital 
signal. However, the laser power control signal being a parallel digital signal is well 
taught by Suda (see col. 2, lines 46-49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the references above to be 
able to convert digital to analog signal, as indicated by Suda (see col. 2, lines 46-49). 

With respect to claims 7 and 15, Yoshikawa, Arika, and Suda disclose everything 
as claim above. In addition, Yoshikawa discloses wherein said abnormal condition 
detector (104) includes an abnormal condition signal generator (col. 4, lines 27-28) that 
generates an abnormal condition signal when at least one of said input terminals 
remains at the first voltage level and the laser power control signal inputted thereto has 
the second voltage level (see col. 4, lines 4-9), and a laser driving circuit controller (102) 
that outputs the laser driver disable signal to said laser driver when said abnormal 
condition signal generator outputs the abnormal condition signal, and wherein said 
disable signal disables said laser source from emitting the laser beam (see col. 4, lines 
9-11). 

With respect to claims 10 and 18, Yoshikawa, Arika, and Suda disclose 
everything as claimed above. In addition, Yoshikawa discloses wherein said laser 
driving circuit controller is a flip flop that changes a state of an output thereof to 
generate the laser driver disable signal (see col. 5, lines 44-45). 

With respect to claims 8 and 16, Yoshikawa, Arika, and Suda disclose everything 
as claim above. In addition, Arika discloses a reference voltage generator and 
Yoshikawa discloses wherein said abnormal condition signal generator includes an 
AND gate having inputs whose number is not less than a number of said input terminals 
of said reference voltage generator, and wherein said inputs of said AND gate is 
connected with respective ones of said input terminals (see Yoshikawa, col. 5, lines 33- 
40 and fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcia A. Golub whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8602. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Minsun Harvey can be reached on 571-272-1835. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for. 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), v 
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